Washington State/Pierce Co. Bike Laws

(see http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/bike/laws.htm)

Washington State Bicycle Laws

With more people riding bicycles, following the rules of the road is especially important. A bicycle is a legal road vehicle, just like a car. This means that bicycle riders have the same rights and responsibilities as drivers. 

Here are some laws to be aware of whether you are biking or driving a motor vehicle: 

· Bicycle Helmets - Currently, there is no state law requiring helmet use. However, some cities and counties do require helmets. See Localities Requiring Bicycle Helmets.

· Riding on the Road - When riding on a roadway, a cyclist has all the rights and responsibilities of a vehicle driver (RCW 46.61.755). Cyclists who violate traffic laws may be ticketed (RCW 46.61.750). 

· Roads Closed to Bicycles - Some designated sections of the state's limited access highway system may be closed to bicycles for safety reasons. See State Highway Sections Closed to Bicycles for more information. In addition, local governments may adopt ordinances banning cycling on specific roads or on sidewalks within business districts. See City, County and Regional Contacts to get more information on a specific area. 

· Children Bicycling - Parents or guardians may not knowingly permit bicycle traffic violations by their ward (RCW 46.61.700).
 

· Riding Side by Side - Cyclists may ride side by side, but not more than two abreast (RCW 46.61.770). 

· Riding at Night - For night bicycle riding, a white front light (not a reflector) visible for 500 feet and a red rear reflector are required. A red rear light may be used in addition to the required reflector (RCW 46.61.780).
 

· Shoulder vs. Bike Lane - Cyclists may choose to ride on the path, bike lane, shoulder or travel lane as suits their safety needs (RCW 46.61.770). 

More Laws

· Highways Closed to Bicycles
· Helmet Requirements
· Bike Laws Document (pdf 25kb)

· Pedestrian Laws
Bicycle Helmet Requirements in Washington

Currently, there is no state law requiring helmet use. However, some cities and counties do require helmet use with bicycles. The following is a list of required helmet use locations and the year the laws were enacted. 

	Location Name
	Who is Affected
	Effective Date

	Aberdeen
	All ages
	2001

	Bainbridge Island
	All ages
	2001

	Bremerton
	All ages
	2000

	DuPont
	All ages
	2008

	Eatonville
	All ages
	1996

	Fircrest
	All ages
	1995

	Gig Harbor
	All ages
	1996

	Kent
	All ages
	1999

	King County
	All ages
	1993, 2003 updated to include Seattle

	Lakewood
	All ages
	1996

	Milton
	All ages
	1997

	Orting
	Under 17
	1997

	Pierce County
(unincorporated)
	All ages
	1994

	Port Angeles
	All ages
	1994

	Port Orchard
	All ages
	2004

	Poulsbo
	Under 18
	1995

	Puyallup
	All ages
	1994

	Renton
	All ages
	1999

	Spokane
	All ages 
	2004

	Steilacoom
	All ages
	1995

	Tacoma
	All ages
	1994

	University Place
	All ages
	1996

	Vancouver
	All ages
	2008

	All Military Installations
	All ages
	N/A


Other Laws and Regulations:

	RCW 46.61.755

Traffic laws apply to persons riding bicycles.
	


(1) Every person riding a bicycle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this chapter, except as to special regulations in RCW 46.61.750 through 46.61.780 and except as to those provisions of this chapter which by their nature can have no application.

     (2) Every person riding a bicycle upon a sidewalk or crosswalk must be granted all of the rights and is subject to all of the duties applicable to a pedestrian by this chapter.

	RCW 46.61.770

Riding on roadways and bicycle paths.
	


(1) Every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a rate of speed less than the normal flow of traffic at the particular time and place shall ride as near to the right side of the right through lane as is safe except as may be appropriate while preparing to make or while making turning movements, or while overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same direction. A person operating a bicycle upon a roadway or highway other than a limited-access highway, which roadway or highway carries traffic in one direction only and has two or more marked traffic lanes, may ride as near to the left side of the left through lane as is safe. A person operating a bicycle upon a roadway may use the shoulder of the roadway or any specially designated bicycle lane if such exists.

     (2) Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride more than two abreast except on paths or parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.

	RCW 46.61.780

Lamps and other equipment on bicycles.
	


(1) Every bicycle when in use during the hours of darkness as defined in RCW 46.37.020 shall be equipped with a lamp on the front which shall emit a white light visible from a distance of at least five hundred feet to the front and with a red reflector on the rear of a type approved by the state patrol which shall be visible from all distances up to six hundred feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps on a motor vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear may be used in addition to the red reflector. A light-emitting diode flashing taillight visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear may also be used in addition to the red reflector.

     (2) Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake which will enable the operator to make the braked wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement.

