WANG CENTER GRANTS PROGRAM FOR 2015-2016
STUDENT-FACULTY GRANTS FOR INTERNATIONAL INVOLVEMENT

The Wang Center invites proposals from full-time PLU undergraduate or graduate student(s) and faculty research teams for advanced research and experiential learning in a global context. The grant monies are available for projects that contribute to the research team’s educational experience in ways not available through traditional study away programs. These grants are intended to support supplementary travel expenses. The grants may not be used to supplement the cost of traditional study away expenses. 

Teams may be awarded grants in the range of $5,000 - $7,500. Awards made in spring 2015 are for activities to be carried out between June 1, 2015, and May 31, 2016. All full time tenured and tenure-track faculty and long-term visiting faculty members at PLU are welcome to apply. Seniors graduating in December 2015 must complete their projects by the end of January 2016. Preference will be given to student-faculty teams who have not previously received Wang Center grant support; however, student-faculty teams engaged in on-going research may apply for a second grant. Students graduating before December 2015 are not eligible to apply. Please note other important requirements outlined below.

Successful proposals will communicate a team’s plan to build on previous international experience, provide well-articulated academic goals, and have significant department support. Proposals are strongly encouraged from teams intending to conduct research in locations where the student(s) and/or the faculty have had prior experience.
Applications must include:

· A completed application cover sheet.
· A project abstract.
· A narrative description of the proposed project.  See Evaluation Criteria for directions.  Narratives should be limited to 3-5 pages, single-spaced, 12 point font, excluding the budget page.
· A budget of estimated expenses, annotating amounts each individual will receive. (NOTE: Any additional sources of funding should be specified).
· A current resume for each student team member.
· A letter of support from the department chair or professional school dean of the faculty team leader. (See the cover sheet).
Grant projects cannot be undertaken in any location(s) designated by the U.S. State Department as having a “travel warning” (http://travel.state.gov/).
Applications can be submitted to the Wang Center for Global Education in hard copy or via email. Cover sheet with required signatures must be included. All application materials must be in the Wang Center no later than Tuesday, March 31, 2015.   Please contact the Wang Center with any questions at 253-535-7577 or email Wang.Center@plu.edu.
Applications will be reviewed by faculty members of the Global Education Committee (GEC), who in turn make recommendations to the Provost via the Executive Director of the Wang Center for final approval. During the review, the selection committee may also review the student’s academic transcripts.  Decisions will be announced by the Wang Center at the end of April.

Requirements

By accepting a Wang Center research grant, the faculty member and student(s) agree to the following requirements:

· All expenses must be fully documented on the Pre-Travel form and TEV forms and signed off through the Wang Center. Unexpended funds revert to the Wang Center. Funding will be available after June 1, 2015.
· Student funding via stipend is subject to IRS taxation.  It is the responsibility of the student recipient to report the grant to the IRS as income when their tax return is filed. A copy of these guidelines is available upon request. 
· Wang Center funds may not be applied toward costs of an off-campus J-term or semester study program.

· Funds from a particular award may only be expended for that proposed project/activity and may not be applied to an unrelated project/activity.

· Recipients must acknowledge the Wang Center funding in any publication or works resulting from the research conducted.
· Recipients must document that Wang Center grant funded research was presented or displayed as part of a Wang Center sponsored event, another approved campus venue, a class or a capstone presentation. 

· A brief report on the awarded project must be submitted to the Executive Director of the Wang Center no later than June 30, 2016.  Failure to submit a project report will make individuals ineligible for future grants.

· All students applying for a grant must be, and remain, in good standing.  Good standing means that you are not on academic probation, financial hold or have a discipline record pending.

· As with all PLU study away experiences, all students must complete all relevant Wang Center liability and clearance forms.
· All students must complete a Health Center assessment and their participation must be supported by their provider(s). 

· Contemplated changes to the planned activity must be discussed in advance with the Wang Center Executive Director.

Evaluation Criteria
Grant applications will be assessed according to responses to the following questions.  Responses to these questions should be submitted in narrative form and will be rated according to the following point system:

Project Description (30 points)

· Define the project.  For the student, is it part of a capstone, internship, service learning project, or other type of project?  Describe the project. What are your research questions or objectives?  In order to answer your research questions or accomplish your research objectives, what evidence do you need and how will you obtain the evidence? Why is the collaboration between student and faculty preferred in this research?  What unique features of the project draw on off-campus learning resources? (20 points)

· Explain how the project will be implemented and provide details on the timeline and budget. (10 points)

Academic Rigor (30 points)

· What relevant post-high school coursework, international experience, and/or study-away experience have the student(s) completed in preparation for the project? What relevant experience or prior work related to this project has the faculty done? (5 points)

· How does the project fit with departmental academic goals and PLU’s global education vision of educating for a just, healthy, sustainable, and peaceful world? (10 points)

· How will you share findings from the project with others in the PLU community and elsewhere? (10 points)

· How is both the student(s)’ and the faculty’s career or future professional development related to this research? (5 points)

Planning and Preparation (25 points)

· How is travel to this site an integral requirement for completion of the project? (10 points)
· Is the team’s language competence adequate to complete the proposed project? Does the team have any technical skills or any other relevant experience related to this research?  (5 points)

· Explain how the project will be completed within the time frame of travel. (5 points)

· Is the budget adequate for completion of the project?  Does the budget include income from all sources? (5 points)

NOTE:  If this research project in anyway involves the interviewing of, the completion of a questionnaire by, or the collection of other data from human subjects, you must obtain permission from the PLU Human Participants Review Board. 

If you have questions about the HPRB permission referenced above, please see:
www.plu.edu/hprb

Faculty Support (15 points)

· How will the faculty member engage the project and mentor the student researcher(s) before, during and following the project?  If the project proposes to gather primary data and conduct an empirical project, faculty should address the following:  What evidence for successful data collection does the application present?  What evidence of mastery of basic statistical techniques does the applicant present? (15 points)

WANG CENTER GRANTS PROGRAM FOR 2015-2016
STUDENT-FACULTY APPLICATION COVER SHEET

Project Title:_____________________________________________________________

Faculty Leader:___________________________________________________________

Student Name*:____________________________________________________________
Student ID:_________________________________________________________
Declared Major(s) and Minor(s):________________________________________
Local Phone:________________________________________________________

Campus Address:____________________________________________________

Permanent Phone: ___________________________________________________

Permanent Address: _________________________________________________

Email Address:______________________________________________________

Student Name*:____________________________________________________________

Student ID:_________________________________________________________

Declared Major(s) and Minor(s):________________________________________

Local Phone:________________________________________________________

Campus Address:____________________________________________________

Permanent Phone: ___________________________________________________

Permanent Address: _________________________________________________

Email Address:______________________________________________________

*For additional students, please include their information a separate sheet of paper.

(Continued on following page)

Does this project involve the interviewing of, the completion of a questionnaire by, or the collection of other data from human subjects in any way? ____ YES ____ NO

If yes, you must obtain permission from the PLU Human Participants Review Board (HPRB) prior to receiving any funds. If you are awarded a grant, you must provide your HPRB case number to the Wang Center. 
Prior to turning in your application, be sure that you:

⁭ Attach a project abstract (75 word maximum)
⁭ Attach a narrative description of your proposed project following the Evaluation Criteria. 
⁭ Attach a separate budget page and describe any additional sources of funding you are seeking.

⁭ Attach a current resume for each student team member. The faculty member’s CV may be considered, however a copy is not required with the application.
⁭ Request a letter of support from the department chair or professional school dean of the faculty team leader.
Familiarize yourself with the requirements of the grant as outlined in the background materials; by your signature below, verify both that you will abide by those requirements and that you currently are a student in good standing at PLU.  

Ensure that all the necessary materials reach the Wang Center by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 31, 2015.

Student signature(s):  ________________________________   Date:_______________




________________________________   Date:_______________

Faculty team leader signature:  __________________________ Date:_______________

